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expecting to be drafted after graduation, inkeles was commissioned in the u.s. army in june, 1941, but was assigned to a clerical job in camp r.a. butler, north carolina. during world war ii, he read, and listened to, soviet and nazi radio propaganda. one of his most rewarding experiences was a six-week hiatus from typing when he was sent to
the ussr in september, 1944, as a u. oss agent on a mission to soviet russia, where he was placed under arrest. for more than a month he spent four hours a day in a room without a window, having little hope of ever returning home. fortunately, he was released from arrest before his sentence was to end on december 10, 1944, and he was
given a six-week leave of absence. the actual mission was as a traveling salesman for the uso. upon his discharge from the u.s. army in june 1945, inkeles returned to the university of pennsylvania, where he earned a bachelor's degree in 1949. on his return to the u., he also earned a master's degree in sociology, and in 1950, at the age of
25, a doctorate in sociology from columbia university. while at pennsylvania, he lived with his parents, who had made their home there since the late 1920s. few textbooks span such a wide array of diverse topics and are so comprehensive and accessible. this book provides a concise but rigorous outline of sociology, and at the same time
provides a clear introduction to the major ideas, theories, methodologies, and substantive issues of sociology. important innovations, such as the neo-institutional view of society, the internet as a new medium of social structure, and the end of dualism, are discussed in a way that is accessible to students new to the discipline. the
illustrations are lively and profuse and many chapters include exercise problems that can be completed by students. filled with examples that demonstrate the application of sociological concepts and methods, this text provides an ideal foundation for beginning sociologists. the book is accompanied by a companion web site that contains
audio interviews with leading sociologists, recent on-line assignments, and online content related to each chapter. by plugging in to the web site, students learn about the sociological tools, theories, and concepts that are examined in this text. by use of the web site, students can study the material themselves or with the help of their
instructor. the main text and online content work in tandem to enhance students learning of the material. the online features are discussed in the preface and students are encouraged to use the on-line assignments and consult the discussion questions, results, and bibliographies for further study. the book includes a free audio cd that
features interviews with various sociologists who discuss many of the issues discussed in the text. some interviews are conducted by leading sociologists in universities and social institutions. the interviews are very useful as they help students understand the broader sociological concepts that are examined in the text. students can listen to
interviews about topics such as the social process, the social structure, social change, technological innovation, and the international perspective.
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sociology, as a science, is based on the concept of common interest. human beings have a desire to understand their relationship with other people. common interest is a generalized term used to explain the attitudes, thoughts, and behaviors of a number of individuals sharing similar interests or similar concerns. dr. inkeles was a six-time
winner of the national book award for his historical monographs, americans at home: consumerism and family life, 1915-1941, living standards in the united states since 1865, the rising costs of living, literary style in america, american jews: an interpretive history, and the waning of community: an interpretation of american social history. a
member of phi alpha theta, the william rogers society of the ohio state university, the american historical association, the national academy of sciences, the council on foreign relations, the american association for the advancement of science, the american sociological association, and the national association of scholars, he was an officer of
the american council on learned societies. he was also a charter member of the association for social studies of land, society, and culture, and a board member of the association for the study of literature. dr. inkeles was born on sept. 29, 1919, in philadelphia, the son of henry joseph and helen (meyer) inkeles. his family was of jewish origin;
his maternal great-grandfather was a famous minsk-born rabbi in new york. in 1938, he graduated with highest distinction from the university of pennsylvania. his academic career was devoted to the social history of the united states, as exemplified by his many award-winning books. his doctoral dissertation on the history of the american

bourgeoisie, commissioned by columbia university, was never published. his first book, americans at home: consumerism and family life, 1915-1941, which won the national book award in 1960, became a classic in american social history. 5ec8ef588b
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